
	

	

	
	

Great	Basin	Consortium	Conference	2017:	Charting	a	Course	
for	Rangeland	Science	in	the	Sagebrush	Biome	

21-23	February	2017	
University	of	Nevada,	Reno	

	
Conference	Objectives	
The	objectives	of	the	2017	Great	Basin	Consortium	Conference	are	to	have	participants	learn	about	and	
contribute	to	implementation	of	the	Integrated	Rangeland	Fire	Management	Strategy	Actionable	
Science	Plan.		Initial	speakers	will	discuss	the	purpose	and	components	of	the	strategy	and	the	science	
plan,	and	breakout	sessions	(see	conference	agenda)	will	allow	workshop	participants	to	contribute	
ideas	and	steps	for	implementation	of	the	science	plan	over	the	short	term	and	the	long	term.		Current	
research	projects	will	be	presented	through	poster	sessions.		A	report	will	be	produced	from	feedback	
received	from	breakout	sessions	on	the	five	topics	of	the	Science	Plan.		Researchers,	managers,	and	
practitioners	from	all	regions	of	the	sagebrush	biome	are	encouraged	to	attend.			
		

Science	Plan	Background	
The	Integrated	Rangeland	Fire	Management	Strategy	called	for	an	actionable	science	plan	of	prioritized	
research	needs	(view	the	Actionable	Science	Plan	on	IRFMS.org).		The	plan	was	completed	in	2016	and	
identifies	37	priority	science	needs	categorized	in	five	broad	topics	related	to	management	of	the	



	

	

sagebrush	ecosystem	of	the	western	United	States.	The	topics	are:	fire,	invasive	plants,	restoration,	
sagebrush	and	greater	sage-grouse,	and	climate	and	weather.	The	37	priority	science	needs	identified	in	
the	plan	are	a	shared	vision	of	the	near-term	science	needed	to	inform	management	strategies	and	
develop	management	tools.	Science	planning	and	prioritization	work	conducted	over	the	past	five	years	
by	Federal	and	State	agencies	was	the	foundation	for	plan	development.		The	science	plan	team	and	
contributors	from	Federal	and	State	management	agencies	and	universities	have	developed	a	
description	of	each	of	the	priority	needs	and	identified	actions	for	addressing	them.		This	plan	was	
developed	utilizing	a	process	that	allowed	interested	publics	and	stakeholders	the	opportunity	to	
provide	input	on	prioritization	of	the	science	needs.		It	has	also	gone	through	peer	and	collegial	review	
as	well	as	agency	protocols	for	the	publication	of	science	documents	(U.S.	Geological	Survey	and	U.S.	
Forest	Service	Research	and	Development	review	and	approval).		The	science	plan	team	consisted	of	
staff	from	the	Department	of	Interior	(DOI),	Department	of	Agriculture,	Great	Basin	and	Great	Northern	
Landscape	Conservation	Cooperatives,	Joint	Fire	Science	Program,	and	Western	Association	of	Fish	
Wildlife	Agencies.	The	U.S.	Geological	Survey	(USGS),	Bureau	of	Land	Management	(BLM),	and	U.S.	Fish	
and	Wildlife	Service	(USFWS)	participated	from	the	DOI.	The	U.S.	Forest	Service	(USFS),	Natural	
Resources	Conservation	Service	(NRCS),	and	Agriculture	Research	Service	(ARS)	participated	from	the	
Department	of	Agriculture.			
	
	

Conference	Agenda	
Tuesday	21st	
1:00-1:30	 Welcome,	Speaker	TBA	
1:30-2:10	 Why	Secretarial	Order	3336	and	The	Integrated	Rangeland	Fire	Management	Strategy?		

–	Anne	Kinsinger,	Associate	Director	for	Ecosystems,	USGS	
2:10-3:10	 The	Actionable	Science	Plan:	An	Outcome	of	SO	3336	–	Deborah	Finch,	Program		

Manager	for	Grassland,	Shrubland,	and	Desert	Ecosystems	Science,	USFS,	RMRS	and	Ken		
Berg,	Center	Director,	Forest,	Rangeland,	and	Ecosystem	Science,	USGS	

2:40-3:00	 Western	Association	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	Contributions	–	Speaker	TBA		
3:00-3:10	 Q&A	with	presenters	
3:10-3:30	 Process	for	the	week	–	Richard	Kearney,	Coordinator,	Great	Basin	Landscape		

Conservation	Cooperative	
3:30-4:00	 Break	
4:00-4:30	 Ignite	Session	
4:30-6:30	 Poster	Session	and	Social	
	
Wednesday	22nd	
8:00		REPORT	TO	YOUR	BREAKOUT	SESSION	TOPIC	ROOM	(1.	Fire,	2.	Invasives,	3.	Climate	change,	4.	

Restoration,	5.	Sagebrush-sage	grouse)	
8:00-8:30	 Review	of	the	Actionable	Science	Plan	
8:30-8:45	 Instructions	for	your	breakout	session	
8:45-9:00	 Get	into	your	science	needs	implementation	groups	



	

	

9:00-10:00	 Brainstorm	actions	to	address	your	science	need	from	both	a	management	(what’s	
applicable)	and	a	research	(what’s	possible)	perspective	

10:00-10:20	 Break	
10:20-11:30	 Continue	to	work	on	suggested	action	plans/pathways	
11:30-12:00	 Prepare	for	report-out	after	lunch	
12:00-1:00	 Lunch	
1:00		MEET	BACK	IN	FULL	CONFERENCE,	BALLROOM	X	
1:00-2:30	 Report	out/discussion	
2:30-3:00	 Break	
3:00-5:00	 Poster	Session	
	
Thursday	23rd	
8:00		REPORT	TO	YOUR	BREAKOUT	SESSION	ROOM	
8:00-8:20	 Discuss	yesterday’s	report	out	and	instructions	for	the	day	
8:20-9:00	 Final	discussion	on	suggested	actions/pathways	for	implementation	
9:00-9:20	 Mini	report	out	of	each	writing	plan	to	breakout	group	
9:20-10:40	 Finish	write-up	for	suggested	actions/pathways	for	implementation	in	the	provided		

template	
10:40-10:45	 Turn	in	template	to	the	session	lead	
10:45-11:00	 Break	
11:00		MEET	BACK	IN	FULL	CONFERENCE,	BALLROOM	X	
11:00-12:15	 Large-group	report	out	
12:15-12:30	 Closing	Remarks	
12:30	 	 Adjourn	
	

Meeting	Agenda	
Tuesday	21st	
8:00	am-12:00	pm	 Open	for	meetings	
12:00	pm-1:00	pm	 Great	Basin	Society	for	Ecological	Restoration	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
	
Wednesday	22nd	
12:00	pm-1:00	pm	 Great	Basin	Environmental	Partnership	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
5:30	pm-7:00	pm	 Great	Basin	Research	and	Management	Partnership	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
	
Thursday	23rd	
1:00	pm-4:00	pm	 Great	Basin	Landscape	Conservation	Cooperative	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
3:00	pm-5:00	pm	 Great	Basin	Fire	Science	Exchange	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
	
Friday	24th	
8:00	am-12:00	pm	 Secretarial	Order	3336	Business	Meeting,	Rm.	X	
1:00	pm-5:00	pm	 Open	for	meetings	



	

	

	
	

Registration	Special	Instructions	
Because	the	primary	focus	of	the	conference	this	year	is	group	discussion	to	inform	implementation	of	
the	Actionable	Science	Plan,	we	ask	that	you	choose	your	top	three	discussion	topics	upon	registration.	
The	breakout	session	topics	to	choose	from	are:	

• Fire	
• Invasive	plants	
• Restoration	
• Sagebrush	and	greater	sage-grouse	
• Climate	and	weather	

	
	


